
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1358 

Main Petitioner: Lillian Gunn 

Subject: Water Fluoridation 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to disseminate 
correct and accurate information regarding the use of sodium fluoride and 
calcium fluoride to NHS Boards and other bodies as appropriate. 

 

Background 

Fluoride salts are used to enhance the strength of teeth and are regarded by 
some as a cost-effective method of improving oral health. The Water 
(Fluoridation) Act 1985 („the 1985 Act‟) already allows Scottish NHS Boards to 
apply to Scottish Water to add specified fluorine compounds1 to the water 
supply. 

The 1985 Act specifies that the relevant NHS Board must notify and consult 
on its proposal when making an application. This includes with members of 
the public in an affected area, as well as any local authority which falls wholly 
or partly within that area. 

At present, there are no areas of Scotland where fluorine compounds are 
added to the public water supply. There have been previous applications by 
some NHS Boards but none have been successful. At the time of writing there 
are no NHS Boards proposing to apply for fluoridation. 

Scottish Government Action 

In 2002, the Scottish Executive undertook a consultation on oral health in 
children which included a proposal for water fluoridation2. The consultation 
analysis found that 97% of the public were opposed to such an idea, while 
93% of dentists and NHS bodies were in favour. The proposal was not 
included in the ensuing action plan. More recently, in response to PQ S3W-
35208, the Scottish Government stated that “there are currently no plans to 
fluoridate the public water supply”. 

                                            
1
 Hexafluorosilicic Acid and Disodium Hexafluorsilicate 

2
 Towards Better Oral Health in Children 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1358.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-35208
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-35208
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2002/09/15477/11106
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Scottish Parliament Action 

Water fluoridation has not been considered by the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Kathleen Robson 
Senior Research Specialist 
12 October 2010 
 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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